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                           THE OFFICIAL NEWS OF FREMONT OPEN PLAN

LOOKING AHEAD 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Thu, Apr 30, 6:00pm 

• PAG Budget Meeting (Zoom link via Remind) 
Wed, May 20, 6:00pm 

• PAG Meeting (Zoom link via Remind) 
Mon, May 25 

• No School – Memorial Day 
Fri, May 29 

• Last Day of School! 
Mon, Aug 10 

• First Day of School! (per current schedule) 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW PRINCIPAL 
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 
We’re pleased to congratulate and welcome Rebecca 

Donaldson as the new Principal of Fremont Elementary, 

beginning at the start of the 2020-2021 school year. Ms. 

Donaldson has been a kind leader at Fremont in her Vice 

Principal position, and we’re excited to have someone we 

know and trust as our new Principal. We also wish the very 

best for Principal Woodbridge as he moves on to a new 

position at a new school.  

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM TEACHERS 
NEXT YEAR AT FOP 
     As the end of the school year approaches, parents may be 

thinking about classroom placement of their students for 

next year. We would like parents to know how much time 

staff spends together carefully discussing these placements. 

Many factors must be considered as we seek to build 

classroom communities where all students can thrive. As 

teachers we have had opportunities to observe students 

interact in small groups, rotations, and grade level groups. 

All of these observations inform our decision making as we 

endeavor to create balanced classrooms. We encourage you 

to have confidence in this process, knowing that we have 

the best interests of every child at heart. 

     While requesting particular teachers is discouraged, we 

do understand that a few parents may have specific social or 

academic concerns that teachers should know about prior to 

making class lists. If this is the case, please send an email 

to Sarah Lepe (lepe.s@monet.k12.ca.us) by no later than 

Monday, May 4, 2020. This deadline will allow teachers 

enough time to collaborate thoughtfully in meeting the 

needs of each student. 

PAG CORNER 
ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING TOMORROW 
The PAG budget meeting is conducted annually to prepare 

the fiscal budget for the following school year, as well as 

identify spending goals by teachers and departments. We 

will review this year’s estimates vs actuals, discuss and 

determine budget amounts for next year, and address any 

budget/financial questions parents or teachers may have. 

The meeting will be held tomorrow, Thursday, April 30, 

at 6:00pm, via Zoom. The Zoom link will be sent to all 

families via Remind text. At this meeting, you can learn 

how PAG manages our fund drive donations and how funds 

are distributed, make your voice heard by contributing input 

on decisions, meet other parents and incoming PAG Exec 

members, be the first to hear about future plans or projects 

PAG would like to accomplish, get a better handle on the 

challenges PAG faces, and participate in the success of FOP 

and your child’s education. Please plan to attend via Zoom! 

PAG EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
FOP parents, students and teachers would all like to express 

our sincere thanks to the 2019-2020 PAG Executive 

Committee – Chair Jody Burriss, Vice-Chair Andrea Doud, 

Treasurer Paul Hardy, Secretary Marie Price, and Head 

Teacher Sarah Lepe. You have led our parent group through 

unprecedented times, and we appreciate the wisdom, 

experience and dedication you’ve shown throughout the 

school year. 

And now we would like to formally introduce our 2020-

2021 PAG Exec Committee – Chair Brian Ferdinand, Vice-

Chair Sarah Ford, Treasurer Katie Skujins, Secretary 

Brandy Baldevia, and Head Teachers Dorene and Danita. A 

big thanks goes to all of you for taking on these duties. We 

look forward to next school year! 

FIELD TRIP PRIORITY/FUND DRIVE 
If you have not yet paid your $130/child per year fund drive 

commitment, it’s not too late. Please email PAG Exec 

(pag@fremontopenplan.com) if you have questions about 

your fund drive commitment or would like to make 

arrangements to make your payment. Please remember that 

parents who have paid in full their previous year’s fund 

drive prior to the field trip signup deadline will have priority 

for overnight field trips. Thank you!

 

   We have a lot of info for you, so please don’t forget to see page two! 

 D i stance  
Ed i t i on !  
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2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR WRAP-UP 
TO BE DETERMINED 
As with so many things in our lives at the moment, the final wrap-up of this school year is still up in the air. Please know 

that FOP teachers, PAG, and school office staff are giving much thought to the things that you as parents and your children 

are wondering about, such as… When and where will we turn in our devices? How will we get Memory Books? What 

about personal items that were left at school? Will there be a Farewell Ceremony? There are lots of questions still waiting 

for answers, and as soon as we get the direction we need from government authorities and the district, and are able to make 

firm plans, we will share them with you. Just know that we are all doing our very best to end this school year in the most 

positive way possible! Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

TEACHER APPRECIATION 
NOW MORE THAN EVER! 
As you likely know, Teacher Appreciation Week is next week. It’s been a long tradition that teachers enjoy a luncheon at 

school during this week, provided by PAG funds and parent coordination. Our teachers are working hard to make distance 

learning a success, and we certainly don’t want to skip their special luncheon this year. So PAG has coordinated efforts 

with one of FOP’s restaurant families, the Bauers, to make sure that our teachers receive a delicious Cinco de Mayo-themed 

lunch delivered to each of their homes next week. Even though you won’t be together, we hope you enjoy your lunch, FOP 

teachers! We love you! Thank you for everything you’re doing for our kids! 

WHAT ABOUT MINI-COURSES?? 
A MESSAGE FROM PARENTS, FOR PARENTS – CAN WE MAKE THIS HAPPEN?? 
Like you, many of us parents have been thinking… how can we not have mini-courses?! It’s an FOP tradition! Well, 

understandably, mini-course day is not something that can happen in the traditional sense this year. We don’t have 

classrooms and we can’t meet together, and this is not something that teachers can work into their distance learning. 

However there are a few parents who have been talking and wonder… could we transform mini-courses into a virtual, 

parent-led event? Are you interested in helping? Our preliminary idea is to have parents make a mini-course video which 

we could share to a common platform, perhaps a private YouTube channel, specifically for this purpose. Then kids, with 

their parents’ help, could choose any or all courses to watch and participate in from home, at the time they choose. These 

would not be live events, and the content will need to be a little different than we are used to, but it could still be a lot of fun 

and a great experience for all. The only commitment from the course leaders would be to make the video and provide a 

simple materials list, if needed, so that parents at home could gather up the needed items. If you signed up to lead a mini-

course and could translate it to an instructional video, or if you did not sign up but you have a great idea for a mini-course 

video, please send a text to Lori Paul (209-988-9088) within the next several days. We’ll tally up the interest and decide 

whether this is something we can pull off. When FOP parents put their minds to something, there are amazing results! Let’s 

do this for our kids! 

STAY TUNED… 
MORE INFO COMING SOON 
The Tie-Dye won’t be produced weekly for the rest of the school year, but we will put out at least one more digital issue 

prior to year-end. Stay tuned, be safe, keep learning, keep reading, and enjoy the sunshine! 


